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new armies. France will keep her available forces in the
field, on the sea, and in the air.
"The union appeals to the United States to fortify the
economic resources of the Allies and to bring her powerful
material aid to the common cause.
" The union will concentrate its full energy against the
power of the enemy, no matter where the battle may be.
And thus we shall conquer/1
Never, perhaps, in history has a like effort at union
between two peoples been attempted. With a grandiose
vision of their common interests, Mr. Winston Churchill
soared in a magnificent emotional and intellectual flight
above prejudices, paltriness and particularism, and traced
the path to the great associations of nations which alone
could authorise the hope of a future League of Nations.
Time was pressing. Armed with this precious document,
General de Gaulle telephoned to M. Paul Reynaud.
The French Premier was greatly dejected. When the
call came through he was having an interview with Sir
Ronald Campbell who, a few minutes later, would himself
receive the official text and hand it over to M. Reynaud,
not failing as he did so to comment upon it with all the
moderation and clearness of speech habitual to him.
General de Gaulle read to the Premier the text of the
proposed union adopted by the British Cabinet. He
enlarged upon the reasons which had led the British Prime
Minister to take such a step. He stressed the exceptional,
the unique, value of the pledge taken by the British
Government for the present and for the future. Gradually
hope revived in M. Paul Reynaud's careworn face. He
would go at once to the Council, where this dramatic turn
of events was certainly not expected. For a few moments
he regained so much confidence that he sent a request
to Mr. Winston Churchill, asking him to come to Bordeaux
as soon as possible.
Rumours went round which were soon different from one
another, but not contradictory : " Churchill is coming/'